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Chinatown Injunction Hearing  Friday 
Save Our Chinatown supporters hope to prevent digging until June trial.
A hearing will be held on Friday, March 20 on a request for an injunction against further excavation of the old Riverside Chinatown site by developer Doug Jacobs.  The Save Our Chinatown Committee (SOCC) will be represented by Ray Johnson of the Temecula law firm of Johnson and Sedlack at the hearing at 8:30 am before Judge Waters in Department 10, on the second floor of the old Courthouse at Main and Tenth Streets in Riverside.

If the injunction is approved, all activity on the Riverside Chinatown archaeological site will be forbidden until the trial in June.  The SOCC lawsuit seeks to overturn the city’s approval of the medical office building project and the sale of the property to Jacobs by the Riverside County Board of Education.

A Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) was granted by Judge Waters last month, after developer Doug Jacobs began grading the site with heavy earthmoving equipment.  Dubbed the “Valentine’s Day Massacre” by some SOCC supporters, three days of heavy grading and earthmoving activity, including the use of over a dozen pieces of heavy equipment on the site, took place over the holiday weekend beginning on February 14th. The TRO was filed to fill the gap in protection until tomorrow’s  injunction hearing could be held.
“ Now we need the injunction to stop the activity on the site completely until the trial in June, because Mr. Jacobs has made it very clear that he can not be trusted to wait until the trial,” said SOCC member Margie Akin. 

Save Our Chinatown Committee members and supporters will be monitoring the site over the next week.  “No matter what happens in court tomorrow, we will meet at the site  at noon on Saturday,” Margie Akin continued. “Whether celebrating or protesting, we need to make the community aware of what is going on, so we will gather at the corner of Tequesquite and Brockton.  Interested people are welcome to join us.”
Current information about the Riverside Chinatown archaeological site and the legal actions can be found at:
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