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Chinese New Year Banquet to Start with a Bang 
The Save Our Chinatown Committee to host it’s 2nd Annual Banquet
Fundraiser to Support Efforts to Save Historic Archeological Site  
     Fire-crackers, part of the traditional celebration of Chinese New Year, aren't permitted in San Bernardino, but the Save Our Chinatown Committee is going to welcome the new year with a bang anyway.  The second annual Chinese New Year banquet, to be held at the Lotus Garden Restaurant on Hospitality Lane will begin with the heart-pounding sound of Taiko drummers. 

     "We wanted to revive community celebrations of Chinese New Year, and we need to raise money to help preserve the archaeological site of the old Riverside Chinatown. A banquet seems like a good way to do both - and our first banquet was a sell-out," said committee member Dr. Margie Akin. The banquet will include a nine-course dinner, musical performances, and a live auction.

"The event will be held on February 13, Chinese New Year Eve, the traditional time that Chinese families gather together to end the old year, welcome the new one, and enjoy a large and festive meal together,"  said committee member Michael Lee.
     The date also marks one of the darkest days in the almost two-year struggle to preserve the site. Last year, on the holiday weekend of February 14th – 16th, earthmoving and grading equipment was fired up, and massive grading and trenching took place on the site for the entire week-end.  Protestors picketed the site, the police came and issued noise-control violations, and the site was even visited by a city councilman.  But the work did not stop until a court hearing on February 17th, and a Temporary Restraining Order was issued on February 24th.  

    Since then, the legal case for protecting the site has been working its way through the court system.  “Pursuing the lawsuit is only part of what our committee does,” said Judy Lee, who will be serving as the emcee for the event, “but it is very expensive.  We have only been able to continue because of the terrific support from people all over Southern California, and beyond.”  Anyone interested in finding out more about this historic site and the struggle to protect it can find information on the website: www.SaveOurChinatown.org
For ticket information:  Rosalind Sagara,  mrsagara@gmail.com  or  (951) 442-8070
Limited seating/dinner for press – call Margie Akin for details

