PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION UPHELD

Our attorney, Ray Johnson of Johnson and Sedlack, shared this update with us on May 13, 2009:
“The RCOE filed a Petition for Writ of Mandate with the Court of Appeal to try to overturn Judge Waters’ Preliminary Injunction and in fact tried to get the Court of Appeal to take the case away from Judge Waters. We had to file an opposition on May 1st with only three days to prepare it.  The Court of Appeals agreed with our opposition and today rejected the Petition by the RCOE.  We are now back to where we were.  We filed our opening brief on Monday (May 11). The Hearing on the Merits–that is, our trial–is now scheduled for July 9, 2009.”
This newspaper article provides more detail:
Work at former Chinatown site in Riverside will remain halted, court rules
10:00 PM PDT on Wednesday, May 13, 2009

By DOUG HABERMAN
The Press-Enterprise
An appeals court on Wednesday denied a request to overturn a judge’s order that halted work at the site of a former Chinatown near downtown Riverside.

The Riverside County office of education filed the request. The office owns 2.3 acres of the 4.2 acres on which developer Doug Jacobs plans to construct a medical office building.

The sale of the 2.3 acres to Jacobs is in escrow, and the March 20 order by Riverside County Superior Court Judge Sharon Waters is preventing escrow from closing, the education office said in legal papers.

The education office said it wants the sale to close because it urgently needs the proceeds to buy property for an educational facility it plans to build in Indio.

The 4th District Court of Appeal, Division 2, did not explain its decision.

The Save Our Chinatown Committee has sued the city over its approval of Jacobs’ project and sued the education office over its sale of the land. Trial is set for July 9.

The Chinatown site, at Tequesquite and Brockton avenues, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. It also is a city and county landmark and a state point of historical interest.

Reach Doug Haberman at 951-368-9644 or dhaberman@PE.com
