PREPARING FOR TRIAL

Save Our Chinatown Committee and supporters hope to win final protection for the site

The long -awaited Chinatown trial will be held on Thursday, July 9 at 9:30 am before Judge Waters in Department 10, on the second floor of the old Courthouse at Main and Tenth Streets in Riverside.  The SOCC lawsuit seeks to overturn the city’s approval of the medical office building project and the sale of the property, near the corner of Tequesquite and Brockton Avenues, to developer Doug Jacobs by the Riverside County Board of Education. The Save Our Chinatown Committee (SOCC) will be represented by Ray Johnson of the Temecula law firm of Johnson and Sedlack.  The defendants in the case include the developer, Doug Jacobs, the Riverside County Board of Education, and the City of Riverside.

The trial is the culmination of several legal activities, including a temporary restraining order that the Save Our Chinatown Committee was granted after Jacobs began grading activities on Valentine’s Day.  Dubbed the “Valentine’s Day Massacre” by some SOCC supporters, three days of heavy grading and earthmoving activity, including the use of over a dozen pieces of heavy equipment on the site, took place over the holiday weekend beginning on February 14th.

“This is a complex trial because there are so many defendants and actions to be considered.  But our hope is that the final decision will stop the destructive building plans and ultimately provide protection for the archaeological site that is on the National and State Registers of Historic Places,” said SOCC member Dr. Margie Akin.  ”Then we can begin discussing what should happen with the site.”

SOCC members have found a high level of support to revive the plans for turning the area into a Memorial and/or Cultural Park.  Such a park was approved in 1990, but fell through when the Board of Education refused to sell the land for the agreed-upon price at the last minute.  New ideas, including a park with links to the California Citrus State Historic Park and the Jenson-Alvarado Ranch Park, that can illustrate the long-term relationship between the Chinese and the development of Riverside and the citrus industry are also being discussed.

The Save Our Chinatown Committee members will join the legal team in the main hall of the courthouse immediately after the hearing to make a statement and discuss the Judge’s findings.
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