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	河濱縣中國城開發案獲法院判決土地交易違法
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河濱縣中國城開發案獲法院判決土地交易違法 Court decision of SOCC litigation

(記者錢美臻/洛杉磯報導) 從2月「總統日」長週末期間建商強硬開挖引爆的「拯救河濱中國城」事件，7日「拯救中國城委員會」Save Our Chinatown Committee (SOCC) 宣佈在法庭宣判縣教育局 RCBOE 違法進行土地買賣下，地區保衛中國城團體已取得初步的勝利。CHINATOWN COMMITTEE HAILS COURT VICTORY.

這項由「拯救中國城委員會」SOCC 控告河濱縣府、河濱市府、開發商違法在河濱市中國城歷史遺址土地上興建醫療商業大樓的案件，9月2日已獲河濱縣高院法官華特絲(Sharon Waters)審判終結，法院通告原告和被告的判決指出，鑒於土地所屬的河濱縣教育局 RCBOE 於2007年出售河濱市中國城遺址土地給Mr. Jacobs開發商時未有社區公聽會，此項出售公眾財產土地給開發商的程序具有嚴重瑕疵，法院因此裁定否決這起違法的土地買賣。 Finding that the agreement for the Riverside County Board of Education to sell the land to developer Doug Jacobs violated state law, Court judge Walters invalidated the sale. 

「拯救中國城委員會」SOCC 華裔公關李順強7日說明，河濱市中國城遺址土地若出售給任何商業開發商，將不利於關心此事發展的各族裔美國民眾，社區團體堅信這片中國城遺址土地應保留為南加州和河濱社區，單純的文化、教育、歷史用途的使用範圍。 SOCC Public Relations Michael Lee points out the Riverside County Board of Education (RCBOE), the current owner of the Chinatown site, previously committed to the preservation of the site and conducted a feasibility study for development of a Chinatown Historical Park, and a lot of community citizens complaint that the RCBOE is now in the process of selling the site for private development.

在判決書中法官華特絲同時判決河濱縣教育局 RCBOE，未來若考量出售該中國城遺址土地，在無法覓得合適的政府機關或非營利組織承購下，得以將遺址土地出售給Mr. Jacobs開發商完成此筆土地買賣。 RCBOE shall sell Extra property to government agencies and non-profit organization first then developers.

李順強指出「拯救中國城委員會」SOCC 將持續如何因應河濱縣教育局，若於未來找不到政府機關承購此遺址土地，可「順水推舟」把遺址土地完成合法程序賣給開發商的「便宜行事」，該委員會將確保縣教育局需按照社區公民意願，保留此片中國城遺址土地為公眾財產或公共教育用途。"The land is now owned by a public entity, which gives us some time to organize and make use of the protections it still has as a result of public ownership. If the property is sold to a private individual our ability to protect the site is severely damaged.” said SOCC spokesperson Michael Lee.

河濱縣加大圖書館職員李展英(Judy Lee)強調，河濱市中國城遺址土地已有近150年歷史，是屬於聯邦註冊的文化遺址，同時也是聯邦、州、縣、市四級地標，值得所有民眾關注這片土地的保存問題。 UCR librarian Judy Lee says the Riverside Chinatown site has been recognized as a city landmark, a county landmark, a California State Point of Historical Interest, and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places

「拯救中國城委員會」SOCC 會員河濱縣加大音樂系華裔主任Deborah Wong提到，未來該會將盡力保留中國城遺址，同時呼籲全美華裔人士應多了解早年華裔先民對興旺河濱縣農業、加州柑橘業的卓著貢獻，團結全美華裔力量保留這片聯邦註冊的文化遺址及歷史重要遺產。 The Save Our Chinatown Committee encourages all citizens of Riverside to learn more about the contributions of Chinese Americans to Riverside's history, and to support efforts to preserve this historical and cultural resource," concluded Deborah Wong.

參與「拯救中國城委員會」SOCC 的考古學家 Margie Akin 說，這項判決讓保衛中國城遺址的團體得以暫時鬆口氣，但未來該會仍需完成許多繁重工作，其中一項重要的工作就是如何籌集基金，向河濱縣教育局購地用以永久保護這片美西極端重要的古蹟保留地。"Our initial reaction is one of relief, but we realize that there is still work to be done before we can guarantee permanent protection for this extremely important archaeological site," said SOCC spokesperson Margie Akin.  " The judge decided that the sale of the land was improperly handled, and that the sale of the property is not valid.

「拯救中國城委員會」SOCC 現由14人理事會領導，其中華人理事占五分之二，該會正在申請成為非營利社團，有意進一步了解該會為保存聯邦註冊文化遺址及歷史重要遺產行動的民眾，可見該會網頁www.saveourchinatown.org 或電郵saveourchinatown@gmail.com 獲取相關資訊。  SOCC leads by 14 Board members now. For more information of SOCC please go to www.saveourchinatown.org, you can also reach SOCC at saveourchinatown@gmail.com .
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